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Reich is in the midst of the second phase of the nihilist re-
volution, in which the "racial5* element has largely been thrown
off. The nihilist foreign policy of the National Socialism of
to-day uses ideas only as a mask, and has no philosophical
basis.
The vehemence with which National Socialism pursued its
"racial" policy of the bringing of German groups beyond the
frontier into a "Greater Germany" misled opinion as to the true
character of its dynamic foreign policy. Its policy is anything
rather than a belated recapitulation of political ideals of
national unity carried over from nineteenth-century Liberalism.
It is, indeed, a conversion of familiar and recognized political
motives to other purposes. Any examination of the practical
proceedings of the National Socialists will confirm this. No
more revealing example of the simply anti-historic work of
National Socialism could be conceived than the "fulfilment" of
a pretended centuries-old national aspiration in the occupation
of Austria, with the cynical extermination that has followed of a
historical heritage dating back 700 years. Austria has been
treated under the German occupation precisely as any military
occupying force treats its occupied territory, with complete
indifference to its national individuality, as a means to the ends
of the occupying State.
The same is true of the "reuniting" of the Sudeten Germans
with the Reich. It was possible to regard the founding of a
Czechoslovak national State with a good deal of scepticism. It
was possible to be sceptical with regard to the "fiction" of a
Czechoslovak "nation," in view of the historic divergences
between Czechs and Slovaks. The very arguments brought
against us Germans, that blood relationship, common origin,
similarity of speech, are not politically overriding elements in
face of centuries of state and other historic associations with
other nations, may be brought against the claims of a united
Czechoslovak nation. But even if there does not seem to be any